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Map it Out  
AL Course of Study: 4th Grade - C1. Compare historical and current economic, political, and 
geographic information about Alabama on thematic maps, including weather and climate, physical-relief, 
waterway, transportation, political, economic development, land-use, and population maps. 
 
Objective: Students will understand how the boundaries of Alabama and 
surrounding land were impacted as migration and settlement occurred. Students 
will be able to identify different map types and their purposes. 
 
Materials:  

• Image of Fortnite Season 1 and Season 10 maps 
https://cms.kotaku.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/map-side-by-
side.png  

• Maps from the Pebble Hill Collection 
• Map examples and description – may be printed/cut as cards for matching 

activity or printed as is for a matching worksheet. 
 
Hook: “Let’s start our lesson today by looking at two different maps from the 

popular video game Fortnite (project map side-by-side images on interactive 
whiteboard). Brainstorm with a partner about the similarities and differences you 
see on the maps. (Ask any Fortnite players in your class how and why the maps 
have changed from Season 1 to Season 10.) Do you think this type of change 
could happen on a map of a real place?” 



Whole Group Discussion Prompts and Lesson Intro: 
“Besides the Fortnite maps we just viewed, when was the last time you used a 
map or saw someone else using a map? What was the purpose of the map? Did it 
give directions for how to get somewhere? Did it give you the weather so you 
could make outdoor plans? Did it tell you information about the spread of a virus 
in a certain area? Let’s brainstorm all the different types and purposes of maps 
we can think of. 
 
What if a year from now we pulled up the same maps we are talking about today? 
Which ones might look different? Would any look the exact same?” 
 
Whole Group Activity (can be done in small group if preferred):  
“For today’s lesson, your job is to pay very close attention to several different 
maps. Each of the maps you will be given includes the land that is now called 
Alabama. Notice the words on the maps, the boundary lines, and other 
interesting things.” 
 
Give students copies (paper or digital images) large enough for details and words 
on the map to be seen. Allow students several minutes to compare and contrast 
the maps, making a list of similarities and differences. 
 
Group or Partner Activity – Changes in Maps: 
“Based on your close investigation of these maps, see if your group can discuss 
and agree upon the order each map was created. In other words, which map 
came first, second, third, fourth? Be ready to give reasons for the order you 
chose.” 
 
COMING SOON - After students share their decisions with the class, share the 
information that explains the timeline and changes of each map. 
 
Group or Partner Activity – Types of Maps: 
“Now that we have discussed different types of maps and looked at how maps 
can change over time, let’s explore the names and purpose of other maps. See if 
you can match each map with its name/description.” 
 
Provide enough sets of the written descriptions/map examples for each group to 
match. 



 
After students have made matches, reveal correct answers and discuss map 
purposes and any questions students may have. 
 
Additional Learning: Students can explore a large collection of maps at 
http://alabamamaps.ua.edu  
 
Assessment: Map quiz can be found at the end of the lesson plan. 
 
Math Extension: Students plot coordinate points as they create a land use map for 
an imaginary city. 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Physical Relief Map 
 

 
Designed to show the natural landscape 
features of Earth (hills, valleys, 
mountains, etc). They are best known 
for showing topography, either by 
colors or as shaded relief. 

Weather Map: 
 

Used to show predicted temperatures, 
rainfall, storm warnings of various 
kinds, wind speed and direction, snow 
accumulation, frost prediction and 
many other aspects of weather. 

Waterway Map: 
 

 
Shows lakes, rivers, and other 
waterways. 

Land Use Map: 
 

 
Shows how land is currently being used. 
These maps might show where houses, 
parks, stores, etc. are located. 

Population Map: 
 

 
This map shows how many people are 
living in an area (also called the 
population density). It helps you see 
where the least and most crowded 
areas are. 

Transportation Map: 
 

 
Displays routes for traveling from place 
to place; May show roads and highways 
for car travel or even train/bus routes, 
airplane paths, or other means of 
transportation. 

Political Map: 
 

 
Displays the geographic boundaries 
between governmental units such as 
countries, states, and counties. They 
show roads, cities and major water 
features such as oceans, rivers and 
lakes. 

Name: __________________________________     Date: __________________ 
  
Match each map to the description 
listed in the boxes. Write the number of 
the map in the box.  
 



Map Assessment 
 

Name ______________________________ 
 
Choose the type of map from the box that matches the description. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 1.  Shows where the least and most  

          crowded areas are.  
 

_______________________ 2.  Displays routes for traveling. 
 

_______________________ 3.  Shows the natural landscapes of   
          the earth. 
 

_______________________ 4.  Communicates warnings about 
storms, temperature, and other 
changes in climate. 

 
_______________________ 5.  This map might show where 

shopping districts, parks, and 
neighborhoods are located. 

 
_______________________ 6.  Shows lakes and rivers. 

 
_______________________ 7.  This map would show the boundary 

lines of countries, states, and 
counties, along with roads, 
waterways, and cities. 

  

Political  Transportation   Population       Land Use 
Weather  Physical Relief   Waterway 



Land Use Map of ___________________________ (name your city) 
 
Name: _______________________________ 
Design your own city by drawing and labeling your ideas for each 
coordinate point listed below the grid. 

(8,6) – Restaurant   (3,1) – Outdoor activity 
(2,5) – Store    (5,9) – Your choice 


